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By JQAMN SCEUA 
LWISTON - The Town Board 

Tuesday authorized its attorney to 
look into the possibility of taking 
legal action against "the top offi- 
cials of Aechtel National Inc. and 
the U.S. &partment of Energy on 
the pounds of "reckless 
endat~gement." 

k p u t y  Suprvisor Robert Lee, 
who rr?commendt.d the action, said 
he klreves there are  legal prece- 
den& for suing a consultant lo the 
federal government such a s  Bech- 
tel. Mr. Lee said he did not know 
what the p r d e n t s  are. 

Bt?chteI is managing the Niagara 
Falls Storage Site, formerly part of 
the f a k e  Ontario Ordnance Works, 
for Lhe federal government and has 
recommended use of the site as a 
nuclear waste repository. 

The Town Board last week au- 
rhoriztd its a t toney to investigate 
the  possibility of legal  ac t ion 
agairst the f d e r a l  government for 
ailegfd vioiations of a number of 
environmenhl laws a t  the site. 
Riesday's action includes EZechtel 
officials. !- 

"How do we feel there's reckless 
eniiangerment?" Councilman Joan 
Gkpp asked. 

"That's M a t  we want to find 
out," Mr. h e  said. 

AmaRYIJEV Benjamin Hewitt 
repr ted to the board that he be- 
1ievt.s: the town has some "courses 
of action'b~)cfn to it, and if they 
prove to h a w  "technical merit, we 
can pursue them." Mr. Hewitt s a ~ d  
t h ~ r e  are cases when a municipal- 
ity can sue the federal government 
and other imtancm when it cannot. 

He the town shouldn't insti. 
lute a 'Tr~volous action" without 
some indication t h a t  i t  h a s  a 
~ h n r - t ?  uf wrming. Mr. Wc-&?t did 
not derail what coures  of action 
the town may fullow, but ht?. said it 
is pilssrble the t o m  can put the 
Ft~iicr~l guvernmcnt QXI n~tick? of any 
violations d the &te. #***A 

He said the government woirfd 
have 60 days to rectify the viola- 
tions or the tom could bring a 
lawsult. 

Mr.  Iif.Gtt also gave board 
m e m h r s  copies of another report 
rireyz;nwd by Bechtel for the Energy 
&partment that outfine conceptu- 
a l  plans for iwo p m a n e n t  landfill- 
type radroactrve waste disposal fa- 
ciht~es, one in New York and anoth- 
e r  in New Jersey. 

ment owns 191 acres a t  the Niagara 
Falls Storage Site. Mr. Hewitt said, 
"All I can figure out is they're 
looking to put wastes from all over 
the Northeast here and in New 
Jersey." 

The board aiso agrectd to main- 
tain the leadership role it has as- 
sumed in opposing the r e w i t o r y  
plan by adopting a course of action 
s~tbmitted by Councilman Alvin 
om- 

The objwtive of the plan is to 
"'protect the safety and welfare of 
the present and future midents  of 
the town and surrounding areas" 
by preventing fu r the r  nuclear  
wastes from mming into the town 
and advocating the removal of all 
wastes from the site. 

The plan outlines a n u m k r  of 
steps for accomplishing t k  goal. 
Mr. Ogg said the plan can be mrwli- 
fled a s  the board p r o c d .  

IN REZLATEID action, the board: 
v Pa& a reslution calling on 

the Lewiston-Porter School District 
W r d  of Education, the Porter 
Town Board and the Youngstown 
Village Baard to go an wcord im- 
meciiately opposing a ~ p o s i l o r y  a t  
the ordnance works site. 

rc Passed a resolution requwt- 
ing all municipaiities in Niagara 
Cwnty and the County h@slature 
to adopt a ban on transwrting nu- 
clear wastes on town, city and 
county roads. The rt.solution was 
amended to cover wastes k i n g  
tramported into the site, b a u s e  
Mr. Ogg mid i f  the sire should be 
rlecommlmionfd, "We want them to 
be able ta take the stuff out of 
here." 

v" mfeated a motion by Mr. f k e  
t h a t  the  board assist c r t i r~ns  
groups fighting the repository plan e 
I-.. u~ ..,.,~ming .... , .*  duplleahlng and marl- 
ing costs for "any w t m t  mateiial, 
inchiding letters and ptitiom." 

Board m e n ~ ~ m  mid the p m -  
q ~ r g  w W 4  w r l l  +a k )y  Cia~ack 
Ilght, 'but so Tar .mu o w  group h%8 
emerged a s  the leader in the Ofd- 
nance Works prota t ,  arid the b r d  
has not yet c o m m i t w  any amount 
of money to this tight. 

v" Refus& suptmrt of a motion 
by Mr. Lee to encourage publtc 
contributions to Citizens A @ t ~ t  
Pollution, Opcration Clean or any 
other citizens @oups actively in- 
volved in the protest. 

Mr. b e  withdrew the motion 
after Mrs. Gipp ask& what gaud 

NO S P E C ~ ~ ~  sites for the fa- "our moral support is going to be 

cl i l t lcs  are  in the rewrt. in their fund-raising" and said the 
ays a would be rquired for motion would serve to fragment the 

each facility. The Energy Depart- gr 
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